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November 3, 1995

95-322
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU TO HOST ANNUAL ENGINEERING DESIGN CONTEST

CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University will host its 6th
annual Engineering Design Contest, beginning at 9 a.m. with the
testing of projects, and ending with an awards ceremony at 1:30
p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 7, in the University Ballroom of the
University Union.
The contest is jointly sponsored by the Illinois Junior
Engineering Technical Society of the University of Illinois and
the Department of Pre-Engineering Studies at Eastern.
More than 150 students from 13 area high schools are expected to compete. Participating schools are Athens, Casey-Westfield,
Chrisman, Clinton, Cowden-Herrick, Cumberland, Effingham, Findlay, Marshall, Mt. Pulaski, St. Teresa, Urbana and Villa Grove.
Prior to the competition, students on each school's team are
involved in the designing, building and testing of four different
project devices which must match specifications provided in this
year's design guide.
The four projects that will be tested this year include a
toothpick bridge, which should hold the greatest load but
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weigh the least; a launching device that will quickly and accurately thrust tennis balls to a target area; and a propellerpowered vehicle that will traverse a fixed course in the fastest
time.
Points are awarded to the top 10 devices in each project
category to determine which schools win trophies.
-30-

